
 

  

 
 
 

Notes of a meeting of the Flooding Scrutiny Review Panel held at County Hall, Glenfield 
on Tuesday, 18 August 2020.  

 
PRESENT 

 
 

 
Mr. D. C. Bill MBE CC 
Mr. D. Harrison CC 
Mr T. Parton CC 
 

Mr. S. D. Sheahan CC 
Mrs. M. Wright CC 
 

 
 
1. Election of Chairman for the period of the review.  

It was moved, seconded and carried that Mrs. M. Wright CC be appointed 
Chairman of the Panel for the period of the review. 
 

Mrs. M. Wright CC – In the Chair 
 

1. Declarations of interest in respect of items on the agenda.  

Members were invited to declare any interests in respect of items on the 
agenda. 
 
Mr. D. Harrison CC declared a personal interest due to prior involvement in 
Flooding in his division. 
 

3. Conduct of Scrutiny Review Panels.  

The Panel considered a report of the Chief Executive which outlined the 
procedures for conducting Scrutiny Review Panels, which were to be 
predominantly held in public session. A copy of this briefing paper marked 
‘Agenda Item 3’ is filed with these minutes. 
  
The Panel noted that it was a time limited review that planned to cover five 
meetings.  
 
RESOLVED: 
  
That the procedures for conducting Scrutiny Review Panel meetings be noted. 
 

4. Scoping Document and Work Programme.  

The Panel considered the Terms of Reference and Work Programme for the 
Scrutiny Review. A copy of these documents, marked ‘Agenda Item 4’, is filed 
with these minutes. 
  

3 Agenda Item 1



 

  
 
RESOLVED: 
  
That the Terms of Reference and Project Plan for the Scrutiny Review Panel 
be approved. 
 

5. Flooding Presentation.  

The Panel received a detailed presentation from the Assistant Director for 
Environment and Transport on Flooding. A copy of the presentation is filed with 
these minutes marked ‘Agenda Item 5’. 
 
In introducing Flooding to the Panel the Assistant Director for Environment and 
Transport set out the Flood and Water Management Act 2015 that enshrined 
Leicestershire County Council’s role as Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) and 
responsibility for managing the risk of flooding from surface water, ground 
water and ordinary watercourses and role in encouraging cooperation between 
Risk Management Authorities (RMA). The Assistant Director for Environment 
and Transport stressed that the role did not provide the County Council with 
the power or ability to implement flooding solutions, funding to deliver flood 
related work or the power to make RMA’s undertake flood related works under 
their responsibility.  
 

Arising from the discussion the following points were noted:- 
 

i. The County Council had become a Statutory Consultee on major 
planning applications following the 2015 National Planning Policy 
Framework. As LLFA the Council now commented on over 1000 
applications a year, while the County Council could make 
recommendations, ultimately any decision and enforcement of any 
agreed mitigating measures was the responsibility of the planning 
authority. 

 
ii. The new housing developments that had experienced flooding for the 

first time in October and November 2019 had been approved prior to the 
changes to the National Planning Policy Framework which preceded the 
County Council’s role as statutory consultee. 

 
iii. It was important that members of the public informed the County Council 

when there were instances of flooding or near misses so that a 
comprehensive picture of flood risk in Leicestershire could be 
maintained. It was understood that some houseowners may be reluctant 
to report such instances due to concern over increased insurance costs. 
The Panel felt that it was important homeowners took on their own 
responsibility to ensure they were protected. Where areas regularly 
flooded the County Council worked with resident’s regarding property 
flood protection.  

 
iv. Flooding events could be caused by various different factors, sometimes 

factors were easy to establish such as where a river burst its banks, 
others were as a result of cumulative issues of rain, gully’s, roads and 
riparian owner related and needed an in-depth investigation to identify 
key causation. 
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v. Staff turnover within the Flood Risk Management Team had been high 
over the past five years and had hampered the County Council’s ability 
to keep action plans updated and maintenance of strong working 
relationships with other agencies. Turnover was as a result of the 2015 
regulation changes, which put a higher demand for the skillset related to 
flooding and planning. More recently the Team had stabilised following 
approval of a Market Premia. Members requested further information 
regarding the current team structure in relation to the Flood Risk 
Management and Drainage Team and its process for liaising with 
external agencies.  

 
vi. The County Council maintained a register of structures or features that 

were likely to have a significant effect on flood risk in its area. 
Historically the Council did not have a full image of its assets due to 
inheritance of hidden assets from other agencies which were mostly 
underground. The County Council had around 140,000 culverts across 
Leicestershire, more detail on ownership of assets would be given at the 
following meeting.  

 
vii. Mr Harrison thanked officers for public engagement within Appleby 

Magna following recent flooding events. The importance of working 
relationships between landowners, parishes, Severn Trent, the 
Department for Farms and Rural Affairs, the district, councillors and the 
public was stressed. While previously there had been a concern with 
level of response from Severn Trent, it was evident the relationship had 
improved in recent years. There was a need for areas to look at new 
technologies to disseminate flood warnings in areas, which councillors 
needed to promote in their role as community champions.  

 
viii. Mr Sheahan expressed concern regarding the use of the phrase ‘risk 

management’ in relation to flooding sites and was concerned that the 

County Council as LLFA only had a duty to coordinate response with no 

real power to insist other agencies carry out work.  In response the 

Assistant Director explained that the County Council did not have infinite 

resource to be able to resolve all flooding occurrences. The following 

meeting would explain how Leicestershire County Council as Highway 

Authority used the risk-based approach to respond during storm events. 

 
ix. The Assistant Director informed Members that the risk-based approach 

was evidence based, and looked at how the County Council could deal 

with risks identified, where flooding could not be prevented the Council 

would look at the best approach to take, such as property protection or 

flood defences. However, Members needed to be aware that often big 

flood defence measures channelled issues elsewhere. The Council had 

limited resource and thus it had to decide where resource goes under 

the evidence base, as per Government’s guidance.  

 
x. The Group felt that it was important that the County Council managed 

expectations that the council could not resolve all issues for residents, 

residents also needed to act to protect themselves as riparian owners or 

residents. 
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RESOLVED: 
That the presentation be noted and further information be circulated as 
discussed. 

 
 

6. Date of next meeting.  

RESOLVED: 
 
That future meetings be held on the following dates:- 
 
Monday 28th September 
Monday 26th October 
Monday 23rd November 
 

 
 
 CHAIRMAN 
18 August 2020 
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